STUDIES   IN  A  DYING   CULTURE
new forms to receive it. He may think it is the past
he is bom to save or re-establish on earth and only
when it is done is it seen that the future has come into
being The reformer * returning ' to primitive Christi-
anity brings bourgeois Protestantism into being ; and
the adventurer raising himself by destroying senatorial
power creates the Roman Imperiate
Concerned chiefly with action, the hero reasons
crudely, for action not reason is his task. His ideals
are crude ; his aims perhaps personal, selfish, and mean.
But we are not concerned with these. Watch his deeds.
These express the force that is guiding him, and by
these he conquers. Thus for all his irrationality he
overcomes the more intellectual and enlightened spirits
of his age. Wise and far-seeing men, perhaps, but they
speak only the language of the present; and are caught
in the conscious formulations of their past. He speaks
no known language, only a preposterous mixture of
childhood memories and half-baked notions. But he
acts a philosophy wiser than that professed by his
academic opponents. Cicero goes down before Caesar
for Caesar speaks the language of to-morrow, and
Alexander with the intelligence and manners of a public
school cad has yet advanced to the Hellenistic empire
while Aristotle is wasting his pupils* time in investi-
gating the constitutions of 158 obsolete city states.
Although the hero's language is mixed and self-contra-
dictory, his hearers are in no doubt as to what he refers.
They too have heard that call to action from the heart
of reality and have felt the growing tension in their
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